
 

 

Vol. 98 No. 1 January 2025
 

 

2025 Membership Dues

Please pay your 2025 membership dues today.

 A late fee is charged after the end of January.

https://trailsclub.org/product/regular-member-dues/
 

 

 

Outdoor Education and Outreach Trustee Needed

There is an opening for the board position of Outdoor Education and

Outreach Trustee for the 2025-2026 term.

Please contact the nominating committee chair Julia Carroll at

juliamace1993@gmail.com
 

 

January Events

Check the Trails Club of Oregon website calendar for up-to-date event listings.

TrailsClub.org

https://trailsclub.org/
https://trailsclub.org/
https://trailsclub.org/product/regular-member-dues/
mailto:juliamace1993@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Chair%20position&body=I%20am%20interested.
https://trailsclub.org/activities/calendar/


Details

Dec 26 - Jan 5, Thurs-Sun

Tyee open for Members - Holiday Week
Hosts: Sheryl Wagner, Joel Reitz, Lori Leach

Details

Dec 29 - Jan 2, Sun-Thurs

Nesika open for New Years
Come ring in the 2025 new year at Nesika Lodge!

Host: Pete Recksiek

Details

 Jan 2, Thurs

Trillium Lake Snowshoe
5 mile snowshoe - meet at Tyee

Host: Tom Thrall

Details

 Jan 10-12, Fri-Sun

Tyee open
Host: Sheryl Wagner

Details

 Jan 14, Tues

Board Meeting

Details

 Jan 15-21, Wed-Tues

Tyee open
Host: Lori Leach

Details

 Jan 24-26, Wed-Tues

Tyee open - Birthdays Weekend
Host: Sheryl Wagner

Details

 Jan 31 - Feb 2, Fri-Sun

Tyee open
Host: Paul Cutter
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New Full Members:

Nicole Defever
Mark Fowler

Sarah Madsen

 

Photo: Nicole Rogers - Multnomah Creek

Photo: Nicole Rogers - Larch Mountain Trail Switchbacks



Photo: Nicole Rogers - Nesika in snow

Photo: Nicole Rogers - Hopkins Demonstration Forest



Photo: Nicole Rogers - Hopkins lookout

Photo: Nicole Rogers - Hopkins hike

 

Board Meeting
Trails Club of Oregon Board Meeting Minutes



Date: 12/15/24 Time: 7:00 PM Location: Bev Drottar’s home and zoom

Attendees:
President:                       Bev Drottar
Secretary:                       Rebecca Knudeson
Publications:                   Joel Reitz
Membership:                   Lori Leach
Tyee Trustee:                  Paul Cutter
Nesika Trustee:               Pete Recksiek
Trips Trustee:                  Craig Gwydir
Social Chair:                    Jeff Churchill
Leave No Trace Chair:    Dolores Niebergall
Vice President elect:       Eric Zimmerman

Absent:
Vice President:               Jennifer Samuels

REGULAR BUSINESS

Minutes were approved by email prior to the Blazer publication.
Jeff Churchill volunteered to chair the social committee. The board voted to appoint him to the
position via email on 12/1/24.

Treasurer’s Report, Nicole
Nov 30, 2024
Beginning Balance:            $10,549.38
Checks and Payment:          15,287.53
Deposits and Credits:           18,173.05
Cleared Balance:                  13,434.90

Complete reports can be found by the Board in Dropbox.
The most current Fidelity statement value is $446,316.
Our insurance policies were renewed in December.
Eric will work with the board on getting access to the fidelity and financial accounts to maintain
separation of responsibilities for the treasurer.

Membership Report, Lori
First Readings:
Marie Van Patten - Sponsored by Paul Cutter and Lori Leach
Second Readings (all approved unanimously):
Nicole Defever - Sponsored by Paul Cutter and Jeff Lawton
Mark Fowler – Sponsored by Chris Anderson and Linda Conrad
Sarah Madsen – Sponsored by Chris Anderson and Linda Conrad

Total membership: 271
8 Golden, 3 Junior, 34 Life, 2 Life/Golden, 16 Provisional, 208 Regular

Publications Report, Joel
Nothing new to report.

Nesika Report, Pete



Dorm insulation was completed. The tractor starter was ordered and installed by Bob Walker.
The padlock on main gate was reported missing by a TCO member. Pete Recksiek replaced it
the following weekend. Propane and diesel was delivered by Glen Conrad and brought in by
Bob Walker after he repaired the tractor. The diesel generator had run dry on oil and now
sounds irregular. If it makes it through the winter, we will need to have a diesel mechanic look
at it in spring. The water system is drained and lodge is winterized.

Nesika key issues:
On Friday, a member going in to Nesika reported our taped lock missing from the main gate at
milepost 10 on Larch Mountain Road. The gate was pinned, and the metal hasp and Forestry
Service lock were sitting in the bottom of the gate housing. There was no evidence of a cut lock
nearby, or damage to the gate. This seems to be the result of vandalism or negligence by a
Trails Club member. If anyone is aware of this mishap, please contact Pete. He spent half of a
Sunday installing a new lock and went all the way into the lodge to check on it. Joel reported
there are 50 Nesika keys for active members. 8 keys are with deceased members and 17 keys
with inactive members. (At one time the $20 deposit was an incentive to return them.) 16 keys
are missing from the roster between 401 and 491: 434, 440, 441, 442, 443, 448, 454, 457,458,
460, 464, 472, 476, 486, 488, 489. It would be very difficult to issue new keys. The last time we
issued new keys for Tyee, it took years, and did not improve lodge control.

Tyee Report, Paul
Twelve people stayed the first weekend of November with Lori and Nancy as cooks. The
second weekend was the pre-Thanksgiving dinner with turkeys cooked by Paul C and an array
of potluck dishes provided by 24 other attendees. Tom Thrall and his band finished off the day
on a very good note. Sunday midday that weekend saw a heavy snowfall. Consequently, Paul
received an email from the Forest Service stating West Leg Road was to be closed 2 weeks
early. An ongoing storm drainage problem needs to be resolved next year. When it rains
heavily with snow built up on the ground, the basement is inclined to flood near the wood
chute. This usually occurs in late spring but has happened twice in November this year.

Trips Report, Craig
November was a slow trips month. During the online TCO Hike Leaders Zoom Meeting, we
discussed having a winter in-person get together near downtown Portland as an informal TCO
Meetup event. Craig G will look into finding a venue. The TCO Stormy Trails Restoration
Committee continued maintenance on the Cougar Rock trail, the High Water trail, and the
Ornament Trail, as well as the Nesika trail connector to Franklin Ridge. Recent scouting reports
have shown these trails to be clear of obstacles. TCO members volunteered with TKO to repair
a significant landslide on the Larch Mtn trail.
Please email tripschair@trailsclub.org if you are interested in assisting with trail work, including
trail scouting, restoration and maintenance.
Call for help: If you are interested in learning about adventures on the Multnomah Plateau and
are willing to help co-lead hikes and/or join a TCO trips planning committee, please join our
"TCO Hike Leaders Meeting" on Zoom this month, or send questions to
 tripschair@trailsclub.org.

Outdoor Education and Outreach
A Board level trustee is needed!! If you want to know more about this position, please contact
president@trailsclub.org This is an active, on-going committee with knowledgeable members
who will help support their new chairperson.

OLD BUSINESS
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TCO Pet policy, Bev
A small group will review the pet policy and the Board will approve via email.

501c3 Status, Lori Leach
The revised Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation were approved at the Annual Meeting. Lori
has sent the forms to the State. If the State approves, it then goes to the IRS for approval.

NEW BUSINESS

Introduction of our new board member, Eric Zimmerman, and social committee Jeff Churchill

Meeting adjourned at 8:31.

Next meeting: January 14, 2025, 7-9 PM on zoom: https://zoom.us/j/9061187636?
pwd=QWdNaVBvRFE4NGU0VUZpNUZBb1Z0UT09

Submitted by Rebecca Knudeson, Secretary
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R e m i n d e r s
For activities such as bicycle, snowshoe, and XC skiing check with the leaders for the difficulty
level. Good equipment for the specific activity is required for all events. For hikes, snowshoes:

Class A - Shorter, less strenuous activity, typically 4 to 8 miles, less than 1500 feet elevation
gain.
Class B - Moderate to difficult, typically 6 to 12 miles, up to 3000 feet of elevation gain.
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Class C - Long and difficult, strong experienced participants only, typically over 8 miles, and
over 3000 feet of elevation gain. Boots are recommended for B/C hikes.

Harsh conditions may increase the exertion and skill required; be prepared. Contact the trip
leader if you have any questions and to let him or her know that you will be attending. Bring the
10 Essentials and please, no alcohol. Pets allowed on designated trips only. 

Stay with the group and follow the leader. The leader is responsible for the group's safety. The
leader determines which route is taken. The leader has authority to determine if a participant is
prepared for the activity. Group safety must come first.

 

F e e s
There is no charge to Trails Club members for day activities; non-members pay $2. Please
contribute to any carpooling expenses at the rate of $.20 per mile. With multiple riders the
driver can collect up to $.50 per mile shared by all the riders. Other fees may apply. 

If you have RSVP'd for an activity at a lodge involving food expense and are unable to
participate, you are obligated to do one of the following: Cancel before the food is purchased,
find someone to take your place, or pay for your share of the food. 

All activities must be approved by the appropriate activity coordinator or the Trips Trustee.

 

 

TRAIL BLAZER
Published monthly by the

Trails Club of Oregon
P.O. Box 67095

Portland, OR 97268-1095

Organized 1915                            Incorporated 1923

Member of the Federation of Western Outdoors Clubs (FWOC)

Electronic subscripton is included with membership.

Send address changes and club correspondence to:

Membership@TrailsClub.org or the address above.

The purpose of the Trails Club is to foster and stimulate interest in hiking, climbing, skiing, camping and

other similar outdoor activities and to promote activities of a social nature for the bene�t of its members.

The Club’s interests and concerns are conservation of natural beauty and resources of the country.

http://www.example.com/
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All Club activities are affected by the voluntary participation of the members.

Membership requirements include an approved outdoor activity, a scheduled lodge visit,

recommendations by two members within a one-year period, approval by the Board of Trustees, and

payment of $50 in dues and a $15 entrance fee. 

Board Meetings

Usually �rst Tuesday of the month when the date is at least the 4th, 7:00pm, over Zoom.

See the calendar on the TCO website for the link if you wish to attend.

Contact the President prior to a meeting if you have an issue to bring to the board. 

Trails Club of Oregon & Meetup Websites

Our website (TrailsClub.org) is the of�cial site for club events and information.

There is also a Trails Club Meetup site that allows event planners to organize TCO events online, and

publicize these events to a wider audience (Meetup.com/Trails-Club-ofOregon/events/).

However, all events posted on the TCO Meetup site should be added to our TCO website as well.

While we try to get every event in the Trail Blazer and on the Trails Club website (www.trailsclub.org),

some events, especially those planned on short notice, may not appear in The Blazer.

Use the Calendar menu item for a listing of events.

Registration on the website is not required to view the events.

Also: All may use the Payment menu item on our website to pay your membership dues.

You can pay for all members in a household in one transaction. 

Send write-ups to: Blazer@TrailsClub.org

Submissions are due by the �fteenth of the month prior to publication.

Trail Blazer Editor: Lee Ko

Send pictures, new events, corrections and anything else for the

Trails Club of Oregon website to: webmaster@TrailsClub.org
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